
Parish Funding 
 News 

Happy New Year ! 

The Big Lottery Fund has announced 
that the Reaching Communities fund 
will have a new community buildings 

strand.  The fund will enable not-for-
profit groups to able to apply for sums 

of between £100,000 and £500,000 
each, for projects costing no more 
than £750,000 in specified areas.   
 

The fund is a targeted response to the 

huge demand for funding for 
community buildings – these include 

church hal ls and churches in 
community use.  However it is being 
specifically targeted at certain 
geographical areas; areas which are 
classified as ‘urban’ and are in the top 

15% most deprived communities or 
those classified as ‘rural fringe’ and in 
the top 20% most deprived or those 

classified as ‘rural isolated’ and in the 
top 50% most deprived.  Given the 

complexities of this, there is a 
postcode based eligibility checker on 
t h e  B i g  L o t t e r y  w e b s i t e 
(www.biglotteryfund.org.uk). 
 

BIG is aware that the scheme is going 
to be incredibly popular so they have 
also stressed that areas where a 
building has already received a 
Buildings Grant from the Lottery are 
also ineligible, however a BLF 
spokeswoman said funding would be 

available for "all types of multi-purpose 
buildings used by communities, including 
memorial halls, community centres and 
village halls". 

 

The application process is a three 
stage process and will enable groups 
to get some development funding to 
enable them to progress through the 
stages.  Information on the scheme, 
which is open to faith groups as long 
as they meet the criteria, is available 
o n  t h e  w e b s i t e 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk or by 
ringing 0845 410 2030.  

Funding Spotlight: BIG Lottery Fund  Reaching Communities 

Welcome, we hope you have had a 
joyful Christmas.   

This edition comes at a pivotal time of 
the year, especially with recent 
changes to the tax system, and we 
have tried to draw out the key areas 
likely to impact on our Churches in 
the coming months.   

In particular the profile on Gift Aid on 
page 2 contains information that you 
need to act on before April 4 2011. 

You may also want to look at our 
VAT news on page 4 to see how it 
affects your project.   

There is also much to be thankful for 
and on page 3 we highlight recent 

successes across the Diocese.   

As always, if you need any specific 
advice do not hesitate to get in touch 
- we are here to support you. 

Wishing you a happy New Year - Jo 
and Susan 
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Transitional Relief 
Ending 
The government's extension to 
the gift aid scheme has only 3 
months to run.   
 
We all know that when it comes to 
Giving in our churches, every little 
helps.  Sadly, the temporary extension 
to the gift aid scheme which was 
introduced in April 2008 comes to an 
end on 5 April 2011.  
What is it? 
Transitional relief was introduced to 
compensate for the fact that the basic 
rate of income tax was reduced from 
22% to 20% meaning that a charity 
would only be able to reclaim 25p 
from every £1 donated under the 
scheme instead of 28p.  The relief 
given topped the 25p back up. 
At the time of the announcement, 
many  cha r i t i e s  p r a i s ed  the 
government's policy; the Church of 
England said it would bring in £24m.  
So why is it ending? 
Despite heavy lobbying from the 
voluntary sector, in the current 
climate of austerity measures it is now 
clear that the scheme will not 
continue. 

 

 

 

 

Act Now !  
Encourage your donors to give 
under the scheme before the 
transitional relief ends.  If they are 
planning to give a specific or special 
gift, encourage them to do so in the 
next 3 months. 
Plan Gift Days to allow time for all 
gifts to be banked before April 5 2011.  
Produce a mail out to your planned 
givers and articles in the Parish 
Magazine specifically targeting this 
issue and raising awareness of the 
drop in funding your parish is likely to 
see as a result of the change.   
Make sure that you get your claims 
in to the Revenue in a timely 
fashion.  Claims for gift aid including 
the transitional relief will be accepted 
if made within 2 years of the end of 
the accounting period in which the 
income was received.  The normal 
limit is 4 years, but for transitional 
relief, this is reduced. 
Review donors who have not yet 
signed a gift aid declaration Now is 
the time to ask all new and existing 
givers to check their tax position. 
Remember, if a givers status changes 
you should review their giving history 
and make a claim for any gifts given in 
the last 4 years - HMRC even pay 
interest! 

 
Important News for 
Tax Effective Givers 
Income tax personal allowances 
are rising by £1000 in April.  While 
this is excellent news for individuals in 
these hard times, it is not so good 
news for our churches income. 
As a result of the changes, some 
people on relatively low incomes will 
cease paying income tax, and so PCCs 
will not be able to claim Gift Aid on 
their gifts.  
We are therefore advising that 
parishes write to all of their tax 
effective givers in January to check 
that they are still eligible to gift aid and 
if not to explain the impact this is 
likely to have on the church and ask 
them to consider their giving level in 
light of the impact of losing Gift Aid.   

 
 A letter will be going out to all 
Treasurers in January explaining 
these issues. 
 
For advice on Gift Aid or any other 
matter contact Jo.  
 
For important news about changes 
to the VAT scheme for church 
projects see Page 4.  

Changes to Gift Aid  - What every parish needs to know. 
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Transitional Relief ends on 4 April 
2011. 
 
All Gifts banked before this date 
will be eligible for transitional 
relief 
 
Whilst the Normal time limit for 
claiming gift aid is 4 years, the 
time limit for claiming Transitional 
Relief is only 2 years 

Make sure you are aware of the 
impact the reduction will have on 
your church income. 
 
Make sure the PCC are aware 
and have accounted for this in 
the budget for 2011. 
 
Decide how you can share this 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  y o u r 
congregation and other donors. 



The following parishes are currently 
planning or running Stewardship 
campaigns; 
 
St John The Evangelist, Golcar, 
St Paul Armitage Bridge and St 
John The Evangelist Newsome 
are all planning Giving in Grace 
campaigns to be launched in the new 
year. St John the Evangelist 
Bradshaw is holding a Christmas 
Celebration to thank all regular givers 
and is hoping to launch a new 
Community Mission Fund. 
 
Recent Campaigns 
 
St James Hebden Bridge recently 
ran a successful GiG Campaign which 
saw not only a pledged increase in 
giving of 25% but also 13 new people 
signing up to regular planned giving by 
Standing Order. 

St Martin’s Brighouse have also 
had some success with Giving in 
Grace experiencing a pledged increase 
in giving of 7.4%, 29% more standing 
orders and several new envelope 
donors.  
Holy Trinity and St Judes Halifax 
have now had chance to review their 
spring campaign (issue 1) and are 
pleased to report that overall their 
gifted income has increased by 19% 
St Johns Warley held a prayer 
breakfast and morning of prayer for 
their annual gift day.  Over two 
Sundays they received a wonderful 
£10,000+ in gifts.  
St Mark’s Siddal also held a gift day 
which raised £1,412. 
Christ Church Staincliffe recently 
ran a campaign which saw 12 new 
people join the planned giving scheme 
and a 64% increase in giving. 
 
 
 

 
St Andrews, Wakefield is about to 
celebrate the reopening of their 
building following development work 
with the support of, amongst others, 
£100,000 from the Coalf ields 
Regeneration Trust. 
 
The Saviour Trust in Pontefract 
has been awarded almost £500,000 
over the next 5 years to run its work 
supporting homeless people in the 
town. 
 
Please join us in giving thanks for 
the growing generosity and 
inspiring developments taking place 
across our Diocese.   

In 2011 £8,981,768 will be spent 
on supporting ministry and 
mission in our parishes by the 
Diocese of Wakefield. 
£6,412,744 of this support is funded 
directly by parishes through the 
Common Fund.  
 
Direct Parish Ministry: covers the 
cost of parish clergy, including stipend, 
housing and pensions. This sum 
represents a 2% saving on last years 
budget. 
Supporting Ministry and Mission: 
covers the cost of schools and 
education, lay training and Continuing 
Ministerial Education, Resources 
centres and the support provided by 
the various Mission and support 
personnel across the Diocese.  This 
sum has been frozen and will not 
increase this year. 
Our Contribution to the National 
Church: covers the cost of educating 
new clergy as well as our contribution 
towards the national churches 
governance costs.  As a Diocese who 

receives grant support from the 
national church, we receive £4 back 
for every £1 we contribute. 
Management and Administration: 
This figure covers the day to day 
running costs of all Diocesan staff as 
well as the legal and governance 
requirements of the Diocese.  This 
sum represents a 2% saving on last 
years budget.   
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Development News 

God of every time and place, 
You hold each moment and shape 

each day: 
By the gentleness of your Spirit 

transform us, 
With the gifts of your Spirit equip 

us, 
In the boldness of your Spirit send 

us out, 
To serve you and transform the 

world, 
In the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
Amen  

What does our Common 
Fund pay for ? 

Stewardship News 



BT Community Connections is 
offering awards of 12 months free 
connection to BT Business Total 
Broadband Advance  to community 
groups, charities, social enterprises 
and community interest companies in 
the UK.  Applications must be 
submitted by 13th January 2011.  For 
more information see www.btplc.com  
 
The Skinners’ Company Lady 
Neville Charity distributes grants to 
a diverse range of charities and 
community projects in the UK. 
Charities that work with the 
d i s a b l e d  o r  w i th  l o c a l 
communities and have less than 4 
full-time staff are able to apply for 
up to £1,000. The next deadline is 15 
March. For information and guidelines 

see www.skinnershall.co.uk or phone 
020 7213 0562. 
 
Westhill Endowment,is a Christian 
trust that offers grants of between 
£1,000 and £20,000 to projects and 
charities that promote the 
Christian faith . I t supports 
community-transforming projects in 
order to encourage dialogue and 
education interchange between the 
Christian church and those of other 
faiths. To apply, send up to two A4 
pages outlining the project’s aims in a 
simple and concise way and a budget.  
For more information go to 
www.westhillendowment.org.  
 
The Hilton in the Community 
Foundation have released their 2011 
deadlines.  The fund is committed to 
supporting young people in the most 

deprived communities or who have 
special needs.  More information is 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  w w w . h i l t o n -
foundation.org.uk the next deadline 
for applications is 15th February 2011. 
 
The Cathedral and Church 
Buildings Division have launched 
their grants online.  Grants are 
available to support churches with 
fabric repairs and for the conservation 
of historic furnishings and artworks.  
Visit www.churchcare.co.uk/funding 
for more information and to apply 
online. 

Continuing the trend for the 
second half of 2010, Common 
Fund income has exceeded that 
of the same period last year.  
Whilst this is good news, we are still 
well behind budget, the full collection 
will be around 82% of what is needed 
to address our shrinking reserves. 
It is worth noting at this time of year 
that the Common Fund sees a sharp 
increase in contributions. Historically 
the month of December, and in fact 
the final two weeks of December are 
when the largest share of the 
Common Fund is contributed – more 
than two times that received in any 
other month. 
As you can see from the graph 
opposite , this pattern of payment 
makes managing our budget extremely 
challenging and relies on the Diocese 
having sufficient reserves to cover the 

shortfall early in the year.  As our 
reserves dwindle (due to annual 
shortfalls in the level of contributions 
to Common Fund) our ability to 
sustain ourselves through the lean 
early months of the year will 
disappear. 
For this reason we would like to 
encourage all parishes to 
consider a regular monthly 

contribution to the Common 
Fund via standing order. 
This enables you as a parish to plan 
effectively and enables the Diocese to 
make better provision for supporting 
mission both now and in the future. 

VAT Changes  

Good news came through this autumn 
when the government announced the 
continuation of the Listed Places of 
Worship Grants Scheme which gives 
grants to the value of VAT paid on 
repairs to listed places of worship.  
However the scheme has been 
reduced.  Parishes will no longer be 
able to reclaim the VAT on work to 
organs, clocks, pews and bells along 
with any professional fees.  While this 

may be a blow to many parishes, the 
good news is that the scheme will 
match the VAT increase to the new 
20% rate. 

 
The scheme will be capped at 
£12million per year until 2014/15 and 
no claims will be accepted for the 
ineligible items beyond the 4th January 
2011.  While this may be a mixed 
blessing for churches, the continuation 
of the scheme means many churches 

will continue to be able to plan for 
and deliver their repairs and 
maintenance schemes in 2011.  For 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 
www.churchcare.co.uk/news and 
www.lpwscheme.org.uk. 

Common Fund Update 

Funding Opportunities 


