
Parish Funding 

 News 

Welcome to the first ever 
Parish Funding News; the 
newsletter for Parish 
Giving Officers and 
anyone with an interest in 
resourcing the mission of 
our churches.  
 
Generosity in our churches 
should always be linked to 
our mission in the community 
and so this newsletter will be 
a joint effort covering giving 
within our congregations as 
well as fundraising for work 
in the wider community. 
 
We hope you find this first 
edition useful, we’ve packed 
in as much news from around 

the Diocese as we could, 
including a profile of one of our 
Parish Giving Officers and news 
of a Birthday surprise to say 
thank you to our first cohort of 
PGO’s. 
 
Regular features will include 
updates and requests for prayer 
about stewardship campaigns as 
well as reports on successful 
ideas for developing mission.    
  
We will look at some of the 
common issues around the 
Common Fund and will be 
doing a regular update to let 
you know how your parish 
contribution is making a 
difference around the Diocese.   

There will be articles on issues 
affecting church finance and on 
developments to help you 
promote good giving and good 
mission initiatives.  
 
In this issue we look at a legacy 
campaign coming your way in 
October and highlight the work 
of the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
  
Our aim is to enable parishes to 
inspire your congregations in 
generous living.  If you have any 
suggestions for future topics  
please get in touch.  
 
God Bless and Thank You 
Jo and Susan 
 

Welcome 

The Network of Parish 
Giving Officers is One Year 
Old !  
 
On Saturday 19 September 
2009 I joined 80 of my fellow 
PGO’s at the first ever training 
event cha ired by the 
Archdeacon of Pontefract and 
presented by my predecessor 
Brian Morris . 
 
Since then I have been 
privileged to hear from many 
of you and thrilled to see some 
of the inspiring materials, 
presentat ions,  magaz ine 
articles and talks you have 
produced.  Some of these 
materials have already made it 
onto the Parish Giving Officers 
section of the website and 
more will follow.  Please do try 
and visit the site and be 
inspired by your fellow 
volunteers. 

And what a wonderful first year 
it has been.  We already have a 
network that is growing rapidly, 
covering more than 60% of 
parishes in our Diocese and 
expanding almost weekly.  Here 
at Church House we are 
constantly inspired by what the 
network has become in so 
short a time.  The Archdeacon 
said: 
 
“For me, the power of Parish 
Giving Officers is that they are 
o r d i n a r y  ch u r ch  f o l k , 
vo lun teer in g  t ime and 
resources to their church and 
setting an example for others 
to follow.  Gods people from 
within Gods Church committed 
to resourcing Gods Mission in 
every community.” 
 
As a huge THANK YOU to our 
first ‘intake’ of volunteers the 
Diocese is offering a Birthday 
Present.  Copies of ‘The Money 

Revolution’ are available FREE 
OF CHARGE to PGO’s who 
have been part of the network 
in its first year.  This is an 
excellent little book for 
personal or group study and I 
know some of you have 
already made use of it and 
recommended it around the 
network. 
 
If you already have a copy or 
would like to share it with 
your church we can also 
supply further copies at a 
special PGO discounted rate 
of 75p.  Parishes which do not 
have a PGO can purchase the 
books at £1 each – even more 
incentive to step forward and 
join our growing network ! 

Happy Birthday  PGO’s 

September 2010 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Coming Soon—Will 
Aid 

2 

Funding Spotlight: 
Heritage Lottery 
Fund 

2 

Caption Competition  3 

Common Fund—
what is it for ? 

3 

News  3 

Common Fund Up-
date 

4 

Profile - Meet John 
White 

4 

Inside this issue: 

“Gods people from within 

Gods Church committed to 

resourcing Gods Mission in 

every community” 

Get in Touch 

Jo Beacroft-Mitchell 

Giving and Resources 

Officer 

Jo.beacroft-

mitchell@wakefield.anglican

.org 

Susan Parker 

Development Officer 

Susan.parker@wakefield.an

glican.org 



12 – 19 September is 
Remember a Charity Week 
and will see the launch 
nationally of the ‘Will Aid’ 
campaign.  This year, 
Wakefield is proud to be 
joining with other dioceses 
of the Church of England 
and the Church in Wales 
to support Will Aid .  
  
Throughout the month of 
November, the Will Aid 
campaign of fers the 
opportunity to visit a 
solicitor who will prepare 
Wills in return for a 
donation to nine national 
and international charities. 
 
Christian Aid, the Church’s 
official development agency 
and a founder of the 
campaign, is one of nine 

charities to benefit directly 
from the Will Aid 
campaign, receiving a 
proportion of donations, 
which in 2009 reached 
over £1 million.  
 
Most church members 
support their parishes 
generously during their 
lifetimes.  But only 
about one in five 
includes a gift to their 
church family in their 
will.   
 
The campaign makes it 
clear that there is no 
obligation to leave a gift. By 
promoting the campaign in 
churches it is hoped that 
parishes can encourage an 
understanding of making a 

will as an important aspect 
of personal stewardship.  
Making a will encourages 
individual church members 
to reflect on their assets as 
gifts to be offered for the 
needs of others.  By making 
a will through Will Aid 
individuals also have the 
opportunity to support a 
range of charities in the 
present. 
 
Will aid packs will be sent to 
all parishes in the Parish Giving 
Network during October. 
Further flyers and posters can 
be ordered direct from Will 
Aid or via Jo Beacroft-Mitchell.  
Parishes who do not currently 
have a Parish Giving Officer 
but would like to participate 
can request a pack from Jo at 
Church House.   

£80,000 still to raise, the 
hard work continues! 
 
The Heritage Lottery Fund 
has a number of further 
schemes to help heritage 
projects enable people to 
learn about and get involved 
in their heritage.  
 
The Your Heritage Scheme, 
which funds projects up to 
£50,000 has had a huge 
impact on the Chantry 
Chapel of St Mary the Virgin 
in Wakefield, which received 
£50,000 towards a £100,000 
project to renew the inside 
of the building, make it 
accessible and bring vital 
facilities into the church.  
The installation of a 
composting toilet and small 
tea making area along with 
level floors, new lighting and 
furnishings mean that the 
building can be open, 

Recent successes within the 
Diocese have highlighted the 
impact that the Heritage 
Lottery Fund can have on 
our Churches.  Jointly 
funding the Joint Places of 
Worship  Grant Scheme 
with English Heritage they 
have supported a large 
number of our churches 
suffering with failing fabric. 
 
One such church is St 
Cuthberts, Birkby.  St 
Cuthberts is a well used 
church right at the heart of a 
multi-ethnic community.  
The church hosts a huge 
variety of activities from 
children's day nursery and 
crèche to self-defence and 
women's karate.  The grant 
of £173,000 towards fixing 
their roof will go a long way 
in enabling them to continue 
their invaluable work in the 
community.  That said, with 

welcoming and used.  A new 
education programme set to 
start in the new year will see 
this wonderful building 
transformed into a great asset 
for the community and city. 
 
While Your Heritage grants 
support smaller projects, 
there is also a Heritage Grants 
scheme giving grants of over 
£50,000.  This scheme exists 
to enable people to learn 
about, participate in and 
conserve their heritage.  It can 
support a whole range of 
activities and there are 
currently a number of 
churches within the Diocese 
wor k in g  t hr oug h  t h e 
application process in a bid to 
get their projects funded. 
 
For further information on 
Heritage Lottery Funding look 
a t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 
www.hlf.org.uk. 

Where there’s a Will  

Funding Spotlight: Heritage Lottery Fund 
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"Will Aid offers us the 
opportunity to achieve so 
much just from writing or 

updating our Will. We can 
provide for our nearest and 

dearest, knowing that our 
donation to Will Aid will help 

transform the lives of 
thousands more people all 

over the World, and as if this 
wasn't enough, we can also 

choose to leave a legacy to our 
favourite Charity so that their 

good work can continue for 
years to come." 

Annette Crosbie OBE 



 
Email Entries to: jo.beacroft-

mitchell@wakefield.anglican.org 
Winners will be announced in the December  

newsletter 

News 

Common Sense 

Stewardship across Wakefield 
Diocese. 
 
The following parishes are 
currently planning or running 
Stewardship campaigns; please 
pray for their success and for 
growing generosity across our 
Diocese: 
 
St Mary’s Brighouse is exploring 
Giving in Grace; St James Hebden 
Bridge is running a Giving in Grace 
campaign between Sunday 26 
September and Sunday 10 October; 
St John Warley are holding a day 
of prayer on Saturday 9 October 
followed by a gift day on Sunday 10 
October. If your parish is planning to 
run a campaign please let Jo know. 
 
Holy Trinity and St Jude Halifax 
recently ran a Stewardship Campaign 
which focused on volunteering as 

well as financial gifts.  Initial responses 
show a pledged increase in giving of 
13% and a majority of responses 
offered volunteer support to the 
church.  Please support them by giving 
thanks for this growth in your prayers.   
 
Resources for Mission training 
day 
This training day will take place on 
Saturday November 13 at Dewsbury 
Minster commencing at 9.30am.  The 
morning will focus on effective  
resource management and successful 
communication and will include 
workshops focusing both on giving 
within our churches and mission 
projects in the wider community.   
 
If you would like to attend please email 
Jo or Susan.   
 

Fund allows us to redistribute the 
resources in our churches so that 
The Church can reach every 
community regardless of means.   
 
T h r o u g h  t h e  C h u r c h 
Commissioners, wealthier dioceses 
help the poorer dioceses, and each 
year Wakefield, as a poorer 
Diocese, receives a grant which 
helps to support the costs of paying 
clergy. 
 
In the same way, the Common Fund 
takes into account differences 
between parishes. Parishes with 
more resources give more to the 
Common Fund to enable ministry to 
be possible in areas that would 
otherwise not be able to provide it 
for themselves. 
 
All of the Common Fund received in 
Wakefield goes towards paying 
ministry costs and providing support 
for Parishes. 

The Common Fund is very often 
the topic which raises the most 
questions (and causes the most 
arguments!) when we discuss 
church finances. 
 
This regular column is intended to 
address some of the most common  
questions about the Common Fund 
and what it is used for.  For our 
first edition we thought we would 
go back to basics: 
 
Why do we have a Common 
Fund ? 
The purpose of the Common Fund 
is to supply the resources for 
ministry in all parishes across the 
Diocese. 
 
The Church of England is not a 
corporation like a bank, with 
Diocese acting as regional offices 
and Parishes as its ‘branches’.  We 
are a family of churches, and like a 
family we rely on each other for 
mutual support.  The Common 

Common Fund is therefore a mission 
payment enabling our churches to reach 
out with the Gospel into every 
community. 
 
 
 

CAPTION COMPETITION 
Fancy winning a free copy of The Money Revolution ? 
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Funding News: 
 
Christ Church, Woodhouse has 
just installed a new kitchen thanks to 
the hard work of their PCC in raising 
just over £16,000.  Grants included 
Garfield Weston, Church Urban Fund, 
Grassroots, Bishops Development 
Fund and lots of hard work fundraising. 
 
Noah’s Ark in Ovenden, Halifax are 
taking strides forward following their 
grant of  over £150,000 from the BIG 
Lottery Fund to develop their work 
with young people. 
 
St John the Divine in  Rastrick has 
reached its £50,000 target to refurbish 
the church hall.  Local fundraising and 
grants from Calderdale Community 
Foundation , the Church and 
Community Fund, the CO-OP and the 
Bishops Development Fund helped 
them on their way. 



each week, each one of you should set 
aside a sum of money in keeping with 
his income’.  Issues of what we do with 
our money should be a natural part of 
our Christian responsibility” 
 
In the past couple of years Warley have 
really had to focus on meeting the 
Common Fund and I asked how they 
had approached the challenge; 
 
“I would say the key thing is to 
approach it Prayerfully, Biblically 
and in Faith” “We’ve learned 
always to root everything we do in 
prayer, both individually and in 
groups”.  
 
So did prayer make it easy? “NO !” 
replies John “getting the message 
across that giving is part of our 
Christian discipleship is always going to 
challenge some people, but I am always 
surprised and thankful that so many 
people feel able to give more, at annual 
gift days, and as part of their regular 
giving”. 

For John White 
Giving is an integral 
part of living a 
Christian Life. 
 
John is Parish Giving 
Officer at St John Warley and St 
Mark Siddal.  As well as being 
treasurer at Siddal, and secretary to 
the Halifax Deanery. His passion for 
resourcing the church led the 
Deanery standing committee to ask 
him to act as point of contact for, as 
he puts it, “anything to do with 
giving”. 
 
When we spoke he was helping St 
John’s put together the finishing 
touches to a summer evening of 
opera in aid of the church. 
 
That’s quite a lot for one person to 
take on and I asked him why 
Stewardship was so important to his 
faith; “it’s very important, I always 
remember Paul’s teaching to the 
Galatian church ‘on the first day of 

Were there any approaches that John 
would like to share? 
 
“We pu t tog ethe r a  s l ide 
presentation with three headings 
“The Good News”, ‘The Could Be 
Better News’ and ‘The Challenge’  
the presentation was repeated twice 
in a month to reach as many people 
as possible.” 
 
And how was it received? “There was 
a very positive response; as a result 
of our regular giving and annual gift 
days we’ve been able to meet two 
successive full years Common Fund 
payments and in Faith we’re seeking 
to do the same this year” 
 
What about the future? “We aim to 
have an annual gift day and talk about 
reviewing and renewing planned 
giving.  Throughout the year we 
always make sure we give regular 
updates and keep people informed” 
 

Profile 

Common Fund Update 
August was an encouraging month.  Common 
Fund receipts are ahead of the previous two 
years and seem to be reversing the recent trend 
of decline . 
 
Because many parishes tend to pay their contributions 
late in the year, the budget is set for 51% of  
contributions to have been received by this point .  
So far this year 42% of our parishes have managed to 
pay 50% or more of their contribution whilst 45% have 
paid between 20% and 50%. The remaining 13% are 
below this level.  
 
We give thanks for all those churches and 
congregations who are working so hard to meet 
their contributions and pray for those for whom 
it is a great sacrifice.  Our Diocesan community 
cannot sustain without the mutual support of all 
our churches . 
 
As you know we advise congregations to encourage as 
many congregation members as possible to make a 
commitment to regular giving.   
 
You will see from this graph that it is just as important 
at Diocesan level that parishes, wherever possible, try 
to give a regular monthly amount towards the  mission 
of the Diocese.   
 
Regular payments allow your parish to monitor 
expenditure more closely and enable the Diocese to 
plan its mission more efficiently and effectively.   
Further information on the Common Fund is available from 
Jo.   


